League Meeting

Barnes Hockey Club

Monday 1st March 2010

Chairperson – Janet Slater

League Secretary – Janet Slater

Liz Aiessame – Registration Secretary
Sue Strachan – Team Sheets
Apologies – Katy Robinson, Mel Cassel, Marilyn Walker, Horley, Oxted.
Janet Slater is stepping in to chair the meeting, however she has offered to take the role as league secretary and Marilyn Walker from Tulse Hill and Dulwich club has come forward for the role as Chairperson.

Katy Robinson is to stand down from League Sheet Secretary and Sue Strachan has come forward to fill the position.

Sue has asked all clubs to fill the team sheet out before the game.
Agenda is read out.

The fines are now all listed on the website and clubs are to pay them before the AGM on Monday 26th April. Clubs can contact Katy if they are sure they have already paid.

The league request teams to notify their opposition of any changes to fixtures at the earliest possible date/time to avoid any confusion nearer the matchday.

University of London are to re-enter the league, all those present are asked if there is any objection – there is none.
Wimbledon are forming a development team made up of some of their younger players, but mostly existing players playing in Division 4 and above. It is put to the league whether they would have to enter at Division 10 or whether they might go in at a higher level considering the skill of the majority of the team. The committee states that within the rules of the league this is a possibility however it cannot cause displacement of another team. Wimbledon are asked to put the request in writing by the 31st March 2010.
The clubs are reminded that any new teams wishing to enter the league need to send a request in writing to the league before the 31st March 2010.

Sunbury and Walton Hawks are now merged and would like to join the Surrey Ladies Hockey League. Teams have withdrawn from the league throughout the season creating gaps and so it is possible for Sunbury and Walton Hawks to enter at a suitable level. Sunbury and Walton Hawks would like to know where they would be placed by 11th March due the Middlesex league organising their division. There is no objection to teams slotting into available gaps, specifically Sunbury and Walton Hawks.

Old Kingstonians have dropped a team and would like to know whether it has to be their bottom team. The committee states there is no rule about a club ‘re-shuffling’ teams, however it is requested that they make the decision based upon the skill of the teams remaining. A team dropping out of a season cannot be re-entered the following year.

Croydon request, could all divisions consist of 12 teams again due to the large gap during the Christmas period? It is suggested that friendlies are arranged for those weeks that teams do not have a league game. It’s agreed that the slip dates are very useful, especially this year with all the postponements due to adverse weather conditions. However, efforts will be made to close the Christmas gap in the coming season.
Croydon and a few others are concerned that if their division starts with 10 there may be more teams dropping out like this past season and so would like to have some sort of assurance that they will get enough league games during the 2010 – 2011 season. Unfortunately the league cannot predict whether teams will drop out and so need to keep the number of teams in the division to 10.

Thames Valley wish to consolidate their division 3 and division 10 teams. Unfortunately no-one from Thames Valley is present and so this cannot be discussed.
It’s requested that teams update their details on fixtures live and the SHALL website, this includes Captains mobile numbers, addresses of pitches and colours. Please note the postcode needs to be exactly correct. The SHALL website will be the main point of contact. There does need to be a mobile number either the Captain or of someone nominated to be the point of contact for matchday.
A rule is proposed for lack of details or incorrect details on the SHALL/fixtures live website in the form of a fine – agreed.
Merton are concerned that as they set off for a match contacted Woking to find out if the pitch was playable due to the weather and was told that it was fine only to find upon arrival after an hours travel the pitch was unplayable. Merton request teams check the pitch early in the morning and contact the opposition if it looks unplayable. Unfortunately, it is not always possible for a team to inspect a pitch early in the morning due to the location and access, especially when using a school pitch. It’s agreed that communication is vital in this instance; therefore updating details is paramount so that teams have a matchday contact. Even if this means contacting a team to let them know what time you can get to the pitch to check it. Old Kingstonians have experienced a similar situation when arriving in Horley.

Old Kingstonians are concerned that Holey re-arranged a game with only 10 days before the match. Old Kingstonians would like to know if there is anything we can do regarding some form of penalty. However, because the match has been re-arranged it’s agreed that it will be left this time.
Clubs are concerned about matches being changed too close to the matchday. However, it is agreed that there needs to be some flexibility within the rules. But teams need to communicate with their opposition at the earliest possible time when any details are changed. It is not okay to only change it on Fixtures Live, teams need to notify the opposition as well. If the change falls within 14 days of the match then the team need to gain the oppositions consent to change any details.
The new league rules will be on the SHALL website by the end of March 2010, the committee ask clubs to put in writing any strong objections. Mitcham have asked that there be a rule specifically stating that teams are under no obligation to provide two umpires and doing so is at the Captains discretion. Also, to make sure that players treat Umpires well and to say thank you at the end of a match.
Wimbledon would like to know whether SHALL would be able to hold a Vets league. Unfortunately there is not enough interest for a Vets league. However, there is a Vets tournament held by Woking on the 21st March.
Also, England Hockey now have a knock out cup/plate for masters women over 35.
Purley has had a team disqualified during the past season and teams were not notified and the fixtures remained on Fixtures Live. Teams were therefore unable to arrange friendlies for the free days. This responsibility falls on the league committee to notify the other teams in the division and will happen in the future.
It is also stated that Purley’s previous fixtures that have been played will be voided.

There is concern that a re-organisation of the league will happen again and the league committee is ensuring all clubs that the next season will go ahead with as little disruption as possible. However, Division 10A and 10B may be recombined and only one game played against each opposition. A decision will be made at the AGM.

It’s brought to the attention of the committee that Fixtures Live still shows Barnes in Division 10.
Oxted raised an initial complaint with the committee having pitched up at Wanderers home groundonly to find the pitch was unplayable. Oxted propose Wanderers travel to their home ground as some sort of compensation to Oxted. Wanderers then also complained about Oxted, having first thought they would be playing at their own home ground only to find Oxted wishes them to travel to theirs. This could and should have been sorted out between the two teams, however when sending a complaint to the committee please copy the opposition in on the e-mail.

So much of the issues arising seems to boil down to two small but very important details. 1. Communication and 2. Etiquette. And so at the beginning of the season and Code of Conduct will be drawn up to remind teams of these two things. Part of the Code of Conduct will include a part about teas and informing the home team whether you will be staying.

If clubs raise issues they especially need to send a representative to meetings. Both Horley and Oxted raised the initial issue and neither clubs attended.
Club representatives present.
	Club
	Representative

	Woking
	Sue Strachan

	Reigate
	Janet Slater

	Leatherhead
	Liz Aeissame

	Mitcham
	Bridget O’Leary

	Walton and Weybridge
	Nicky Offord

	Barnes, Hounslow & Ealing
	Chrissy Stokes

	Old Georgians
	Astrid Stealey

	Merton
	Yee Eanong

	Merton
	Kate Johnson

	Old Freeman’s
	Elenor Deighton

	Cranleigh Ladies
	Katrina Edginton

	Cranleigh Ladies
	Jane Wait

	Spencer
	Lindsay Clark

	Spencer
	Natalie Allen

	Wimbledon
	Annie Breslin

	Wimbledon
	Danielle Scholes

	Wayfarers
	Lucy Strong

	Wayfarers
	Bernadette Stansfield

	Old Kingstonians
	Fiona Grant

	Mid Surrey
	Ele Groves

	Berrylands Ladies
	Teresa Parke

	Berrylands Ladies
	Sarah Candy

	Mitcham Ladies
	John Hills

	Mitcham Ladies
	Emily Delehanty

	Barnes, Houslow & Ealing
	Linda Lonsdale

	Barnes, Houslow & Ealing
	Frances Feeham

	Byfleet Ramblers
	Alan Yolland

	Byfleet Ramblers
	Paul Bassam

	Kenley
	Jenny Rees

	Kenley
	Lesley Keenan

	Wanderers
	Larisa Spurgeon

	Wanderers
	Charli Giles

	Croydon
	Sharon Burke

	Croydon
	Vicky Robinson

	Croydon
	Lisa Phillins

	Bank of England
	Caroline Newsholme

	Purley Walcountians
	Jane Hallett

	Addiscombe
	Tony Hilton

	Epsom
	G Sydenham

	Surbiton
	Carolyn Llewellyn

	Surbiton
	Chrissie Wilson-David

	Cheam
	Lois Hare

	Leatherhead
	Sue Ogden


Clubs absent

	Thames Valley

	Horley

	Tulse Hill & Dulwich

	Richmond

	Oxted

	UCL Academicals

	Raynes Park

	University of London

	Guildford

	


